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peated what he had said.    Mr. Lear replied that,
as the President's Secretary, he would take charge
of the dispatches and deliver them at the proper
time.    The officer made answer that he had just
arrived from the western army, and his ' orders
were to deliver them with all promptitude, and
to the President in person;  but that he would
wait his directions.    Mr. Lear returned, and in
a whisper imparted to the President what had
passed.    General Washington rose from the table,
and went to the officer.    He was back in a short
time, made a word of apology for his absence, but
no allusion to the cause of it.    He had company
that day.   Everything went on as usual.    Dinner
over, the gentlemen passed to the drawing-room
of Mrs. Washington, which was open in the eve-
ing.   The General spoke courteously to every lady
in the room, as was his custom.    His hours were
early, and by ten o'clock all the company had
gone.   Mrs. Washington and Mr. Lear remained.
Soon Mrs. Washington left the room.

The General now walked backward and forwarde officer re-
